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On Dec. 8, Venezuelan military sources at San Cristobal, Tachira department (800 km. northeast
of Caracas), reported that troops had clashed with Colombian guerrilla units on three different
occasions within the past few days. One clash took place on Dec. 4, in which a Venezuelan soldier
was killed. On Dec. 5, Colombian guerrillas attacked the military post at La Victoria, located on
the banks of the Arauca River. Another clash occurred at a military post located in La Pradena,
Apure department. In Caracas, Venezuelan Defense Minister Itali del Valle confirmed that in the
last few days shots were exchanged between Venezuelan troops and "unidentified" persons in the
southern Arauca River region. Del Valle added that the "Jose Antonio Paez" Special Commando
unit, responsible for security along the border with Colombia, had been placed on alert. (Basic data
from Notimex, 12/08/88)
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